
 

 

 

A Rose Garden:  
 

  
   The word “Rosary” comes from the Latin 

   word rosarium, which means “a rose  
   garden, often circular”.  In Catholicism,  

   the images of a garden, a rose and a  
   circle are rich in symbolism.   

 
   Place your Rosary in front of you in a  

   circle with the crucifix pointing toward  
   you.  The short chain, known as the  

   pendant chain, is like a pathway leading  
   to a garden, which is represented by the  

   circular part of the Rosary.  The crucifix  

   marks the opening prayer of the Rosary,  
   The Apostles’ Creed.  The Creed (and  

   our corresponding faith) is the key to  
   unlock the garden gate, where Our  

   Blessed Mother will lead us to a deeper  
   understanding of the mysteries of the  

   Rosary.  The five beads on the pendant  
   chain represent a pathway into the  

   garden as we recite the prayers they  
   represent:  The Our Father, three 

   Hail Marys and the Glory Be.  The  
   three Hail Mary are traditionally prayed 

for an increase in the three theological virtues:  Faith, Hope and Charity.  
The three beads are also said to honor the three persons of the Blessed 

Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

 
We enter the garden, or circle of beads, when we begin the first decade of 

the Rosary.  While we’re in the garden, we meditate on five mysteries, 
leading us to a deeper understanding of the Gospels.  We exit the garden 

after making a final prayer of praise and petition to our Blessed Mother, the 
Hail Holy Queen.   

 
 

The Rosary is a path to the garden which we most long to enter:  Paradise. 
 


